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 Shafer’s Shafer’s
 TOUR & CHARTER  24

64
71

   BROADWAY SHOWS!
 Mama Mia  6/9~$140
 The Drowsy Chaperone  7/21, $165 pp
 Spamalot  8/25~$175 pp
 Mary Poppins  11/3~$165 pp

 Longwood Gardens
 7/10~ $75 pp

   includes Lunch at the Terrace 
 Restaurant

 NASCAR RACING - Dover
 June 3~$175 pp

 Seneca Niagara Casino
 Niagara Falls, NY

 Wednesday, 6/27 $55pp
 Round Trip Motor Coach Transportation, Beverages, 

 $20.00 SLOT DOLLAR & $5 FOOD COUPON

 www.Shaferbus.com

 NYC Day Trips
 $45pp   5/26, 6/9

 TAKE  THE  KIDS!
 Boston Whale Watching & 

 Free time in Boston
 Saturday, 7/21

 Whale Watch cruise, Lunch on board
 Adults $85 Kids 4~12 $80

 Sterling Renaissance Festival
 Saturday July 28

 $55 adults
 $45 children (6-12)

Water words
Free reading Sunday at gallery
introduces new poetry anthology 
By Elizabeth Cohen
ecohen@pressconnects.com
Press & Sun-Bulletin

It drips, gushes, pours, cas-
cades and splashes. On
Sunday, at a free Mother’s
Day poetry reading in a
Binghamton gallery, water
will find a new way of mak-
ing an appearance: in words.

A new anthology of poet-
ry, “Listening to Water: The
Susquehanna Watershed

Anthology,” has collected po-
ems about water in our re-
gion. In an area that has expe-
rienced the fury of massive
floods in recent years, the
theme speaks to a topic to
which many people can re-
late.

“The choice for the water-
shed as a topic was to high-
light the region,” said
Jennifer Hill Kaucher, one of
the anthology’s editors. “I
think most poets consider po-

Originals show how Phelan
has risen above the pack
By Chris Kocher
ckocher@pressconnects.com
Press & Sun-Bulletin

Michael Patrick Phelan,
“In The Meantime”

For a couple of years now,
Binghamton pianist Michael
Patrick Phelan has been enter-
taining local audiences with
his mix of originals and stan-

dards from the
Great
American
Songbook.

On his new
six-song EP, “In The
Meantime,” Phelan shares
some of those self-penned
tunes, and listeners will be
pleased to know that all of
them retain that sitting-at-the-
bar intimacy they’ve grown to
love. Spare but effective
arrangements put his deft pi-
ano melodies out front, with
other instruments (guitar, cel-
lo and drums) clearly in sup-
porting roles. Phelan’s
smooth-as-silk vocals invoke
both Broadway’s best as well
as classic crooners such as
Mel Torme and Tony Bennett,
while treading a new path of
his own.

The EP’s opening track, “In
the Meantime Blues,” shuffles
along as Phelan pines for love
in up-tempo couplets that
promise the most romantic
evening ever — if only that
special someone can be found.
Let’s just say he’s quite a
sweet talker. 

“No Turning Back,” with its
heartbeat rhythm and heartfelt
cello accompaniment, is remi-
niscent of fellow pianist
Joshua Kadison and other
singer/songwriters who use
average folks as characters in
their songs. Instead of focus-
ing on vapid party girls in
skimpy hip-huggers, the sto-
ries are for adults — those

who do their best to juggle
jobs, marriages and kids.

The theme of “No Turning
Back” — that life’s choices can
lead both to regret and hope
— segues well into “Canada,”
where Phelan is reflective
about his own move from
Canada to New York. A trip
back to Ontario triggers waves
of nostalgia, but ultimately
Phelan seems to think he’s on
the right road.

The kiss-off tune “Sorry,
Charlie” swings like some-
thing right out of the Rat Pack
era, and it’s easy to imagine
Frank Sinatra wrapping his
pipes around smart-aleck
lyrics like this: “I put up with
lyin’ and your cheatin’ spree /
Convinced myself it wasn’t
you, it was me / But when I fi-
nally could admit we were
through / Oh, life got better,
baby, without you.”

Tender ballads “A Love
Song” and “Safe” round out
the set — and if you haven’t
embraced Phelan’s charms by
then, these may clinch the
deal. It’s clear he’s risen above
the “lounge singer” stereotype
to offer some solid additions
to the jazz-pop genre — and
it’ll be intriguing to see where
this journey takes him.

CD
REVIEW

SEE HIM LIVE
Ï What: Michael Patrick

Phelan CD release
Ï Where: Barnes & Noble,

Town Square Mall, Vestal
Ï When: 8 p.m. Friday 
Ï Learn more:

www.michaelpatrickphelan.com

Ï What: Poets read about
water

Ï Where: Gallery 213,
213 State St., Binghamton

Ï When: 1-3 p.m. Sunday
Ï Admission: Free
Ï Also featured: “Motion,”

artworks by Carolyn Gilligan

etry to be a life-sustaining art
form, and water sustains life
enough to support communi-
ties. It seems a natural topic
for poetry — to want to write
about the landscape that you
know and love.”

The anthology also was put
together to honor and com-
memorate the 20th anniver-
sary of FootHills Publishing in
Kanona, which published it.

See WATER Page 29

Photo provided
Water-themed watercolors by Carolyn Gilligan will provide the backdrop for Sunday's reading. Her
show, "Motion," closes Sunday.


